
Disaster Declaration Fact Sheet

Why Declare a Disaster?
 To gain access to TABOR emergency reserves
 To qualify for certain types of federal and state disaster assistance
 To activate local emergency plans and mutual assistance agreements
 To support the enactment of temporary emergency restrictions or controls (e.g., curfews, price

controls)

Steps in the Declaration Process:
1. Response and Initial Damage Assessment by Local Governments
2. Resolution/Ordinance by Effected Local Governments Declaring a Disaster
3. Request for State Assistance
4. Governor declares disaster emergency
5. Implementation of State Emergency Operations Plan & Activation of State Resources
6. Situation Reports from State to FEMA Region VIII
7. Joint (Federal-State-Local) Preliminary Damage Assessment (PDA)
8. Governor’s Request for a Presidential Disaster Declaration
9. FEMA Region VIII Review and Recommendation
10. Decision by President Whether or Not to Authorize Stafford Act Assistance

 Local Government Response. Local jurisdiction responds to an emergency event, supplemented
by mutual aid from neighboring communities and volunteer agencies. If the disaster exceeds the
local capabilities, they may request state assistance. A local government declares a local disaster
emergency through the chair of the Board of County Commissioners, or other principal executive
officer of a political subdivision, through an ordinance or resolution and submits it to the Office
of Emergency Management. This activates response and recovery of all applicable local and
inter-jurisdictional disaster emergency plans.

 
 Documentation of Costs. Careful documentation of all disaster-related costs and expenditures

should begin at the onset of a local disaster in order to establish eligibility for possible
reimbursement under state and federal assistance programs. Records on both contract and force
account work should be maintained, including site photographs, labor records, equipment logs,
supply and material receipts, purchase orders and contracts.

 
 Damage Assessment. The effected jurisdiction(s) may request that the Governor make a state

disaster declaration, based on damage assessment and situation reports provided to the Colorado
Office of Emergency Management. The State may also ask FEMA to conduct a joint local-state-
federal preliminary damage assessment (PDA), in order to determine if disaster impacts are
severe enough to warrant federal disaster assistance. The Governor may request, through FEMA,
that the President declare a major disaster for the effected counties, based on the damage
assessment and an agreement by the State to commit funds and resources to the long-term
recovery effort.

 
 FEMA Recommendation. FEMA Region VIII will evaluate the request and recommend action

to the White House based on the disaster damage assessment, and the ability of the local
community and the state to recover from the impacts.

 
 Executive Action. The President approves the request or FEMA informs the Governor it has

been denied. The decision process could take a few hours or several weeks depending on the
nature of the disaster.



Colorado Office of Emergency Management
Regional Planners

Bob Wold
(303) 273-1778
FAX (303) 273-1795              
Bob.Wold@state.co.us   

Intermountain Region:
Broomfield, Jackson, Grand, Boulder, Gilpin, Clear Creek,
Summit, Jefferson, Douglas, Park, Lake, and Chaffee
counties

Steve Denney
(970) 248-7308
FAX (970) 248-7317
Steve.Denney@state.co.us

Northwest Region:
Moffat, Routt, Rio Blanco, Eagle, Garfield, Mesa, Delta,
Montrose, Pitkin, Gunnison, San Miguel, and Ouray
counties

Kevin Kuretich
(970) 679-4503
FAX (970) 669-7717       
Kevin.Kuretich@state.co.us             

Northeast Region:
Larimer, Weld, Logan, Morgan, Washington, Denver,
Adams, Arapahoe, Elbert, Lincoln, Sedgwick, Philips,
Yuma, Kit Carson and Cheyenne counties

Patricia Gavelda
(970) 247-7675
FAX (970) 247-7674
Patricia.Gavelda@state.co.us

Southwest Region:
Dolores, Montezuma, La Plata, San Juan, Archuleta,
Mineral, Hinsdale, Saguache, Rio Grande, Alamosa,
Conejos, and Costilla counties

Bob Wold  
(303) 273-1778
FAX (303) 273-1795
Bob.Wold@state.co.us      

Southeast Region:
Teller, El Paso, Fremont, Custer, Pueblo, Huerfano,
Las Animas, Crowley, Otero, Kiowa, Bent, Prowers
and Baca counties

www.dola.state.co.us/oem

Sample Disaster Declaration

WHEREAS, ___________County has suffered damages to (e.g., homes, businesses, roads,
bridges, public facilities utilities, etc.) as a result of (e.g., flooding, tornadoes, severe
winter storm, drought, etc.) which occurred on (date or dates of the emergency event); and

WHEREAS, the magnitude of the incident and the associated response and recovery costs
exceed the resources available to the County;

IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners of _________County
declare a local disaster and emergency to exist for a period of thirty (30) days from the date of
this resolution, unless renewed or extended by the Board;

DATED AT __________________ County, Colorado THIS ___ DAY OF (month), 20___.
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